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Research and Conclusion 


I’m always on the lookout for 
any item that is “Confederate” 

Maryland related or tells more 
about the story of the people 
that were “pro South”. So one 
day about 2 years ago, I came 
across a unique sword at a 
local shop. It was a rare US 
Model 1850 sword made by 
Canfield Brother & Company of 
Baltimore. Instantly I was 
intrigued as it was made in 
Baltimore. Many existing 
swords made in Baltimore, 
especially by Canfield Brother 
& Company, is rare to begin 
with. It is a beautiful sword with 
common etching normally 
found on 1850 models of the 
time. It has flags and drums 
etched on the blade near the 
“ricasso” along with “US” on 
the “fuller” portion on blade on 
the one side. It also has 
engraved “C.B. & Co. Balt.” on 
the ricasso by the “chappe”. On 

the reverse side of blade, I was surprised to see an image engraved that was 
certainly unusual and one that I’ve never seen on a sword. In the location 
where you would typically find the “National Eagle” engraved, the sword has a 
skull and crossbones etched on blade. I was in amazement. I held the sword 
for a while, but talked myself out of purchasing it at that time. 



The sword stayed in my mind for the next year, but I never researched the skull 
and crossbones aspect of it. During this time, I was gearing up to get ready for 
a hospital stay. My Brother in Law who suffered with failing kidneys and was 
on dialysis was in need for a kidney transplant to save his life. I volunteered 
the year before and underwent the thorough testing and process to be a living 
organ donor through University of Maryland. After 7 months later, I was 
surprised to find out I was cleared to be a donor. I was not a direct match for 
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my Brother in 
Law so we 
acted as a team 
and put our 
names on 
National Donor 
kidney change 
list. Within 1 
month of being 
on this list, I 
was called and 

told they found a matching donor pair and they wanted to do surgery asap. We 
set the surgery date for May 5, 2017. How does this tie into the sword you may 
ask? Well two weeks before my surgery date I decided to see if the sword was 
still available. To my amazement it was still in shop. I purchased the sword to 
commemorate the occasion of the Kidney Donation. Yes, it was a gift to myself. 
Aside the fact it was a great item and it was a rare Baltimore sword, the blade 
called out to me for having the skull and crossbones. Even though I had no 
clue what the symbolism of the skull and crossbones on sword referred to, I felt 
the sword had new meaning for me. The skull and crossbones is the universal 
symbol of death. The sword itself is a weapon of defense. I could not of 
pictured a better item to commemorate the surgery that this sword as it 
symbolizes fighting of death. That thought process and meaning concept 
prompted me to purchase the sword. The surgery occurred on May 5, 2017. 

Both my brother and law and myself are 
doing great almost one year later. 

During my recovery, I had nothing else to do 
but read. I had plenty of time on my hands so 
I decided to do some research on my new 
sword. 

I started a search on the internet of anything 
regarding existing swords made by Canfield 
Brother and Company in Baltimore. I found 
that Canfield was an importer of European 
goods as well as a manufacturer of finer 
items including wares for the Maryland 
Militia. They offered everything from 
knapsacks, buttons, uniforms, and even 
swords. I found that the sword components 
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were possibly manufactured in England and the assembly took place in 
Baltimore at Canfield’s shop. The artwork on blade was done at Canfield as 
well. I knew from research that many Baltimore militia 
units (like the 53rd Maryland Militia) obtained their 
uniform items from Canfield Brother. Could this sword 
been a sword used by a member of a militia unit? And 
even more importantly, why did the sword have a skull 
and crossbones symbol on blade? I could not find any 
research immediately on surface that could answer 
those questions. After further research, I found myself 
drawn into a secret world of mystery and symbolism. 

Using the facts of what I’ve known; the sword was 
made in Baltimore. The sword was from the 1850-1860 
period. The sword was made by Canfield Brother & 

Company. Canfield was the main supplier to Baltimore 
Militia units and many of those units were pro South. 

That in mind, I found myself looking at symbology to 
explain the reasoning of the skull and crossbones. I 
started to look at Masonic symbols, but quickly found 

myself on a different path 
in research. I learned of a group called the 
Knights of the Golden Circle (KGC) that was in 
operation at the time. The group itself started in 
1854 and coincidently during this time was the 
demise of the “Know Nothing Party” in the USA. 
The KGC organization was a secretive group 
that spread across the United States. The KGC’s 
goal was to annex Southern States, Mexico, and 
portions of Central America into a country of it’s 
own. The group seemed to have borrowed some 
symbolism from the Masonic Order. It is 
important to note that the KGC was not affiliated 
with Masons, but many masons were Knights. I 
found the skull and crossbones was a major 
symbol of the KGC. The symbol, often called the 
“Memento Mori”, is a grim reminder of our own 
mortality. The Latin phrase 'Memento Mori 1 is 
generally interpreted as "Remember you must 
die"... The first Masonic adoption of the 
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Memento Mori appears to have its roots in the York Rite Chivalric Orders, 
especially the order of Malta and the Order of the Temple or Knights Templar. 
This symbol was adopted and used by “Knights of the Golden Circle”. 

I started doing research on the Knights of the Golden Circle which lead me to 
learn there was a very large enclave of Knights in Maryland, primarily in 
Baltimore. It is estimated that there were over 800 Knights in Baltimore alone. 
Through research I found that many historical figures of the Confederacy were 
members of the order. Some of the known members were John Wilkes Booth, 
John Surratt, Gen. RG.T. Beauregard, Gen (and former VP of the United States) 
John C. Breckinridge, Col. George P. Kane (former Police Marshal of Baltimore), 
Gen. Paul Jones Semmes, Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston, Gen. Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, and even the famed Jesse James. Also mentioned as possible Knights 
are Jefferson Davis, Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, and Mayor George Brown of 
Baltimore to name a few. Due to their secrecy, there is not much known of this 
organization or it’s possible membership other than what has been exposed 
through history. Through my research, it is evidently clear that the KGC had a 
big role with starting the American Civil War. I’m not saying they were the sole 
reason behind it, but they certainly acted as the “match” that ignited the fire 
which erupted in war. Just examine the facts and look at the known players 
during the start of the war. The commander of the Confederate forces around 
Ft. Sumter was none other than P.G.T. Beauregard. He was also the 
Confederate field commander at Battle of First Manassas. Through research, it 
is also proven that the Baltimore Riot of April 19th was planned and instigated 
by the KGC with Sherif George P. Kane on center stage and both John Wilkes 
Booth and John Surratt in the shadows pulling the strings and orchestrating 

logistics leading to the riot which resulted 
in the first bloodshed of the War. On my 
path with research, I came across and 
read the diary of John Surratt. This diary 
was extremely helpful as giving insight to 
the KGC organization as well as the 
events behind the scenes. He clearly 
describes the plan and first attempt on 
Abraham Lincoln’s life when he passed through Baltimore en route to 
Washington for his Inauguration as President. This attempt was foiled by 
private detective Alan Pinkerton who learned of the plot while undercover in 
Baltimore. Pinkerton clearly reported on the plot as well as connecting George 
P. Kane as being involved. I digress at this point as I do not want to get side 
tracked from the skull and crossbones on sword. I previously mentioned the 
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existing diary of John Surratt. After reading it, I learned of the secret initiation 
of membership to the Knights of the Golden Circle. In his description of the 
ceremony, I found the mention twice of a sword being used. Per diary excerpt 
he said upon entering the location of where he was sworn in; I felt the chill of 
steel against my hand and face, and the next moment a sharp point of 
some weapon slightly pierced my breast. With a shudder I drew back, 
when a deep voice said, 

"Those who would pass here must face both fire and steel." 

" We are willing to face both—for Liberty," answered my friend. 

“It shall be ours,’’replied the voice. "Pass! 

And then a few paragraphs later Surratt states more about the ceremony and 
the implied use of a sword. 

We moved onward a few steps, when the same cold 
contact with steel, and the same sharp but slight puncture of the breast, 
was felt, as on a former occasion. This time I did not flinch, although the 
sharp pain was as unexpected as before. Again I heard a solemn voice 
utter, in a slow and measured tone, the ominous words " Those who 
would pass here must face both fire and steel.” 11 Are you willing to do 
so?" asked another, addressing me. 

Having, after a few moment's consideration, answered in the affirmative, I 
was again told to advance, and commanded to kneel, on what seemed to 
be a cushion, as it yielded slightly 
to the pressure of my knee. 

While in this position, an oath, 
terrible, horrible and appalling, 
was administered by the same 
solemn voice, and, while 
kneeling, I had to repeat the 
words after him in a slow and 
distinct tone, one hand resting 
on some- thing cold as ice, the 
other on a book which appeared 
to be open. 

The obligations taken, I was then informed that it would be necessary to 
remember every word I had uttered—can I ever forget them ?—and not to 
forget the penalty of a disclosure of what I should learn, or a betrayal of 
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the names of any one with whom I should be brought into companionship, 
no matter when, where, or under what pain, peril or promise. I was also 
admonished never to allude, either publicly or privately, to what I might 
then or hereafter learn always to be; ready to assist a brother-knight, even 
unto death ; to abide by and follow all the directions of the order with 
which I had become connected ; to carry out the objects which should be 
subsequently communicated to me, if found worthy of confidence ; to 
bear wit- ness and even to swear falsely in order to save a broth- er's life 
or liberty, if arrested for anything appertain- ing to the directions of the 
order; never to give a verdict against a brother, if on a jury to try him for 
any offense arising from directions emanating from the order, or any of its 
officers ; and, in every way, to make the business of the new body, to 
which I had become allied, pre-eminent before religion, political feeling, 
parental or fraternal duty, or even before love of country. It was to be first 
and foremost in everything, at daylight or midnight, at home or abroad, 
before the law of the land or the affection for a wife, mother or child ; to be 
all and everything. "Are you willing to abide by this obligation?" asked the 
voice. What could I do, or say? Refuse, I dare not; for I had felt the sharp 
point of the sword at my breast, and the words of that horrible oath still 

rang in m years and vibrated through my aching 
brain. I was powerless to refuse, and therefore 
answered—faintly, it is true—in the affirmative. 

" You remember the penalty ?" asked the voice. 
Could I have ever forgotten it ? Remember it ? Yes, 
indeed, did I remember it calm reflection of my 
mind at that moment. The very question, calling 
up, as it did, the remembrance, made me silent for 
the time, and I could not give a reply. 

"Brother Knights!" exclaimed the voice, in a 
solemn tone," Recall to the mind of him who now 
perhaps, too vividly for the kneels here, the penalty 
of betrayal, either by sign, word or deed." 

A sound like thunder rang around me ; the clang¬ 
ing of arms broke the former almost death-like 
silence, and a hundred or more voices murmured, 
hissed, whispered or groaned out, three times, the 
single word, 

" Death! Death !! DEATH 
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In conclusion, per my research and excerpts from John Surratt’s diary, I am 
totally convinced that the sword I now own is a sword of the Knights of the 
Golden Circle. The skull and crossbones symbol is that of the KGC and the fact 
that the emblem replaces the “National Eagle” is very much symbolism for the 
principles for which the KGC was based; the dissolution of the National Union. 
The fact this sword was produced and sold by a Baltimore company leaves me 
to feel very confident that this sword was own by a Baltimorean who was a 
Knight. Could this very sword be the one that John Surratt describes being 
pressed to his chest during the ceremony? Very good possibility but no way of 
ever knowing. Could this sword have been own by a Maryland Militia Officer 
and made it’s way to Confederate service? Again, it’s a very good possibility 
but no way to validate. The sword’s Baltimore and KGC connection certainly 
connects it with ‘Pro South” use and ownership. It’s definitely a “southern 
sword” in my opinion. The sword is certainly very rare and perhaps one of it’s 
kind left that survived the ages. I value the swords past history, but I also value 
the symbol that the sword has become to me at present time. The sword 
reminds me that death is constant to us all, but on May 5 2017; I was able to 
help postpone death of my brother in law as well as another Marylander 
through the donation of my kidney. The Knight’s Sword of Baltimore shall 
always have a mystique of hidden history to it, but now has meaning 
connected to my life. 
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JOIN! 













